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‘… the majority of the world’s 
population, possessing the largest part of 
certain important raw materials, and yet 

having no control and hardly any 
influence over the manner in which 

nations of the world arrange their 
economic affairs.’

Mwalimu Julius Kamb arag e  Nye re re , The  
Third World Strategy (1984) 9-10.

‘… there is a First World in every Third 
World, and a Third in the First, and the 
Second almost nowhere at all’
M Hard t & A Ne g ri, Empire (2000) 263-4.

‘ … long before Hardt and Negri identified 
globalization as scrambling the composition 
of the Three Worlds, scrambling had 
already occurred through centuries of 
colonialism, settlement colonies, enforced 
diasporas of laboring classes, slavery, slave-
like labor, and forced relocations.’
Up e nd ra Baxi, ‘What May the  “Third  World ” 
Exp e ct from Inte rnational Law?’ (2006) 27 Third 
World Quarte rly 713, 717.

‘… a conceptual tripwire against 
colonizing tendencies of much 

dominant discourse’
P Darb y, ‘Pursuing  the  Political: A 

Postco lonial Re thinking  of Re lations 
Inte rnational’ (2004) 33 Millennium: Journal 

of Inte rnational Studies 1, 2-3.



‘ … g athe re d to g e the r … to b uild a na tio na l and in te rna tio na l
m o ve m e nt o f a ll p e o p le s o f co lo r to fig ht the d e structio n and taking
o f o ur land s and co m m unit ie s … to re sp e ct and ce le b ra te e ach o f
o ur cu ltu re s, lang uag e s and b e lie fs ab o u t the na tura l w o rld and o ur
ro le s in he a ling o urse lve s … and , to se cure o ur p o lit ica l, e co no m ic
and cultu ra l lib e ra t io n tha t has b e e n d e n ie d fo r o ve r 5 0 0 ye a rs o f
co lo n iza tio n and o p p re ssio n , re su lt ing in the p o iso n ing o f o ur
co m m unit ie s and land and the g e no cid e o f o ur p e o p le s … ’

- Principles of Environmental Justice (1991)



4 Pillars of Environmental Injustice

1 . Distrib u tive injustice : Disp rop ortionate exp osure to e nvironme ntal

hazard s and acce ss to e nvironme ntal se rvice s.

2 . Pro ce d ura l injustice : Exclusion from e nvironme ntal d e cision-making .

3 . Co rre ctive injustice : Une q ual e nforce me nt of laws and re d re ss for

harm d one .

4 . So cia l injustice : Inte rtwining of e nvironme ntal harm with d e e p e r

structural ills such as p ove rty and racism.



ECOSYSTEM HEALTH
Stockholm Resilience Center
9 Planetary Boundaries 
(Steffen et al, 2015)

− Last t ime there was th i s muc h CO2

in our atmosphere was 3.5 mi l l ion
years ago

− Onset of the s ixth mass ext inc t ion
of spec ies for the f i r s t t ime in 66
mi l l ion years

− Biggest disr upt ion to ear th ’s
n i t rogen cyc le in 2.5 bi l l ion years

S e b a s t i ã o S a l g a d o ,  B a t s  o n  Ta m a r i n d  T r e e s ,
B e r e n t y R e s e r v e ,  M a d a g a s c a r  ( 2 0 1 0 )
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World Resources Institute 2020
Choose Energy 2020
2019 UNDP Human Development Report

− UK (pop 66 mi l ) emi ts as muc h
CO2 as Niger ia , Pakis tan ,
Morocco & Peru (pop 475 mi l )

− Cal i forn ia (pop 39 mi l ) emi ts
more than 880 mi l l ion people in
the f i f ty poorest countr ies

− Texas & New Jersey (pop 37
mi l ) emi t as muc h CO2 as 1
bi l l ion people in Sub-Saharan
Afr ica

RICHEST 20% CONSUME 80% OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND PRODUCE 90% OF ALL WASTE

S e b a s t i ã o S a l g a d o ,  G o l d  M i n e  o f  S e r a  P e l a d a ,  B r a z i l  ( 1 9 8 6 )
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Poorest 80% are on front l ines of
env i ronmental harm due to :

− vulnerable geographic locations

− lack of resources and regulatory
capacity to protect themselves

− ongoing extraction of their natural
resources and labor to fuel an unequal
global economy

− systemic transfer of pollution from the
rich to the poor

S e b a s t i ã o S a l g a d o ,  K a l e m a  C a m p ,  w e s t  o f  T i g r a y,  E t h i o p i a ( 1 9 8 5 )

RICHEST 20% CONSUME 80% OF ALL NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND PRODUCE 90% OF ALL WASTE

World Resources Institute 2020
Choose Energy 2020
2019 UNDP Human Development Report

Sabine-Nemitz
Kreis



Ricardo Levins
M

orales, 2006


	Environmental Justice and the Global South
	‘… the majority of the world’s population, possessing the largest part of certain important raw materials, and yet having no control and hardly any influence over the manner in which nations of the world arrange their economic affairs.’�Mwalimu Julius Kambarage Nyerere, The Third World Strategy (1984) 9-10.
	Foliennummer 3
	4 Pillars of Environmental Injustice
	Ecosystem health
	Foliennummer 6
	Foliennummer 7
	Foliennummer 8



