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Against the backdrop of multiple crises, the concept of transformation 
is once again experiencing a boom. Scientific research on transfor-
mation(s) is by no means a new phenomenon. In 1944, Karl Polanyi’s 
epochal work The Great Transformation, which analysed the trans-
formation(s) of western societies into market societies in the 19th and 
early 20th centuries, a process which he described as destructive for 
mankind and the environment, had a formative influence on the history 
of the term.

Later, transformation became a cipher for the political, market and 
social upheavals in east-central and eastern Europe since 1989/91.  
In the meantime, this term has come to be used in the democracies of 
the Global North as a supposedly universally applicable key concept for 
profound socio-economic, cultural and technical changes of all kinds 
in the past, present and future. It must be noted that the indetermin-
ate and inflationary use of the term ‘transformation’ leads to a lack of 
clarity regarding synonymously used terms, such as ‘change’, ‘turning 
point’, ‘transition’ or ‘modernisation’.

These conflicting and rival uses of the term are of key interest to the 
2023 research conference of the PhD students of the Hans-Böckler-
Foundation. The conference seeks to raise fundamental questions 
about the nature of transformation(s) and aims to attempt definitional 
approaches to this ubiquitous term which, otherwise, runs the danger 
of degenerating into a meaningless catchword for changes of different 
provenance. In doing so, we will also discuss which uses of the term 
‘transformation’ are more appropriate, which limitations could allow us 
to get a better handle on the term and to what extent an interdiscipli-
nary broadening of perspectives can contribute to this.
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In addition to the temporal location of transformation(s), we will focus 
on the actors in social upheaval, the subject-object relationship of 
transformation and the associated questions of identity and gender, 
nature and changes in nature, technology and science, language and 
culture as well as space and time. The theoretical and practical contri-
butions of PhD students from the humanities, social sciences, spatial 
sciences and jurisprudence will discuss these and other related topics.

We therefore cordially invite all interested and curious young re-
searchers from all disciplines and fields to Leipzig for participation, 
exchange and discussion.
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13:00  Welcome and introduction
Dr. Jens Becker, Hans-Böckler-Foundation
Prof. Dr. Anna Artwinska, Institute for Slavic Studies at the University of Leipzig 
Luisa Klatte, Jonas Jung and Adrian Weiß, PhD students and members  
of the organising team of the Hans-Böckler-Foundation

14:00  Keynote I

Moderation: Jonas Jung, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich

 The ‘case’ of East Germany. Reflections on the history  
 and historiography of transformation societies 

Prof. Dr. Kerstin Brückweh, Berlin University of Applied Sciences 

15:15  Break

15:30  Panel I: ‘Alles wird besser, nichts wird gut’  
 (‘Everything gets better, nothing will be fine’) –  
 real-existing people and post-socialist societies

Moderation: Melanie Hien, University of Regensburg

 ‘Proletarisches Strandgut / das Meer hat sich verpisst’ 
 (Proletarian flotsam and jetsam / the sea has pissed itself away),  
 the evaluation of the caesura 1989/90 in the youth poetry column  
 ‘Poetensprechstunde’ of the daily newspaper Junge Welt

Rebecca Franke, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena

 Gender politics in the long period of transformation in Poland
Johannes Kleinmann, Centre for Interdisciplinary Polish Studies (ZIP),  
Frankfurt/Oder

 ‘East, East, East Germany’ – East German football fans  
 and their football clubs under the sign of transformation

Alexander Mennicke, University of Leipzig

PROGRAMME
Wednesday, 12 April 2023



page 4

17:30  Panel II: Change is made – socio-ecological transformation  
 as a social project

Moderation: Adrian Weiß, University of Kassel

 ‘We need an environmental miracle’ – environmental protection  
 and the remediation of contaminated sites in times of upheaval  
 and transformation 

Thorben Pieper, Ruhr University Bochum

 The mobility turnaround as part of the socio-ecological  
 transformation

Anna Loffing, Dortmund University of Technology

20:00  Dinner at the Hanoi Restaurant 
https://hanoi-leipzig.de/
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9:00  Parallel panels

 Panel IIIa: ‘Transformation(s) of thinking –  
 thinking about transformation(s)’

(Albertina Leipzig)

Moderation: Dr. Patrick Tschirner, Hans-Böckler-Foundation

 ‘Quelque chose qui force a penser’
 The 1960s in French philosophy 

Niclas Steinkamp, Ruhr-University, Bochum

 Hyperculturality as a demand for transformative education
Sarah Huber, University of Cologne

 A philosophical analysis of the activism of Last Generation  
 against the background of Heidegger‘s thinking 

Francesco Scagliusi, Albert-Ludwigs-University, Freiburg

 Panel IIIb: ‘Nothing is constant but change’ – 
 transformations before 1989/91

(Auditorium of the GfzK Leipzig)

Moderation: Jonas Jung, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich

 From connected provinces to the Greater Romania  
 of the interwar period

Manuel Lautenbacher, Johannes Gutenberg University, Mainz

 The secret agent of transformation – sugar in the long 19th century
Niklas Platzer, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich
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 Feeling the change, dealing with challenges.  
 Diplomatic personnel in Germany in the 1930s 

Kathleen Siemermann, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich

11:00 Panel IV: Transformation(s) wherever you look?  
 Approaching a ubiquitous concept

Moderation: Junior Professor Dr. Maria Kontradjuk, TU Dresden 

 Transformations as an anthropological constant
Daniel Lieb, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena

 On the circularity of transformation using the example  
 of neoliberal change and inequality 

Jana Kavermann, Bergische Universität Wuppertal

 Transformations as paradigmatic changes?  
 An attempt at a theoretical concretisation

Frederik Haug, Friedrich-Alexander-University, Erlangen

12:30 Lunch

13:30 Keynote II

Moderation: Adrian Weiß, University of Kassel

 (Social) transformation – a theoretical-conceptual classification  
 from a historical-sociological perspective

Prof. Dr. Raj Kollmorgen, University of Applied Sciences, Zittau/Görlitz
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15:00 Panel V: Prefix + transformation = new insights? 
 Transformational case studies for approaching new concepts

Moderation: Luisa Klatte, University of Leipzig

 East German success models in the Federal German discourse,  
 co-transformation in the education system

Erik Fischer, University of Leipzig

 Right-wing extremism as a (post)transformation phenomenon?  
 The case of Poland

Rebekka Pflug, University of Vienna

 Values and value change – (co-)transformation as a chance  
 to develop historical understanding

Johannes Schmitz, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena

17:00  Optional city tours
 Two parallel city tours  
 (city centre and Plagwitz industrial district)

20:00 Dinner at the Moritzbastei



page 8

9:00 Panel VI: Transformation of the working (worlds) –  
 retrospective and outlook

Moderation: Dr. Jens Becker, Hans-Böckler-Foundation

 Transformation through industrial action
Arnold Arpaci, FU, Berlin

 Transformation of a business model using the example of  
 Salamander AG in Hungary (1984-1996)

Christina Häberle, Leibniz Centre for Contemporary History, Potsdam

 Transformations in a multiply differentiated society –  
 top down or bottom up to a more just world?

Laura Rademacher, Westphalian Wilhelms University, Münster

 Language of transformation and transformation of language?  
 Explorations in texts of the circle of writing workers of  
 VEB Carl Zeiss Jena

Annika Jahns, Friedrich-Schiller-University, Jena

10:45  Keynote III

Moderation: Luisa Klatte, University of Leipzig

 Beyond east and west. Perspectives for a cross-block history  
 of labour struggles in the 1980s

Dr. Franziska Davies, Ludwig-Maximilians-University, Munich

12:00  Conclusion & farewell

 Light refreshments

Afterwards: Böckler internal

PROGRAMME
Friday, 14 April 2023
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Organiser  Hans-Böckler-Foundation

Cooperation partner University of Leipzig

Venue  Bibliotheca Albertina
 Beethovenstraße 6
 04107 Leipzig

Conference  German and English
language

Registration  21 March 2023
deadline After the registration deadline, you will receive a response as to  
 whether you will be able to participate in the event. Registration  
 is not a guarantee of participation.

Registration link Please register online at the following link:
 https://www.boeckler.de/de/aktuelle-veranstaltungen-2718- 
 transformation-en-zwischen-dauerzustand-gesellschaftlichem- 
 wandel-und-zeitenwenden-44561.htm

Organisation Jonas Jung, Luisa Klatte, Adrian Weiß  
 (PhD fellows of the Hans Böckler Foundation)
 
Notes There will be no conference fee. The Hans-Böckler-Foundation will 

cover the costs of accommodation and meals. Furthermore, travel 
expenses for panellists and moderators, as well as for doctoral 
candidates of the Hans-Böckler-Foundation, will be covered.

 During the event, photographs, films and sound recordings may 
be made which may be used for public relations purposes and 
to document the event. For this purpose, the recordings may be 
published in the print media as well as on the internet and social 
media.  

INFORMATION

Photo, film and
sound recordings


