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Perspective and research questions

focus on one specific country: Germany

focus on individual perceptions: subjective perception and
attitudes toward politics & democracy - political integration

focus on the role of inequality (inequality within a country and not
between different countries; unequal access & content)

focus on illiberal, anti-democratic attitudes

Findings from 2 projects (based on surveys):

1. How strongly is the social class position associated with
political integration and anti-democratic attitudes in Germany?

2. What are recent developments? What's the impact of energy
crisis on right-wing populist attitudes? (against the backdrop of
the Russian invasion in Ukraine and its social and economical
aftermaths in Germany)
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1. POLITICAL AND DEMOCRATIC INTEGRATION -
HOW EQUAL IS IT?

ses K2 4 poltical integratior
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Data: project ,,Social stratification and democratic
integration®

« 5-year-survey project (2020-2024); Key objective:
against the backdrop of immense societal
transformations: analyzing the associations of social
stratification and democratic integration

« Additional focus topics: attitudes toward social-
ecological transformation and digitalization of work
environment

« so far: one survey (CATI) between November 20 and
January 21 targeting Germany's total population >16yrs

* real random sample (N=4.100 total population, N=2.900
labor force).
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inequality and welfare state

all respondents

worries about social inequality The just distribution of wealth ~ The welfare state is not
in Germany is not ensured in Germany. working.
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inequality and welfare state

B subjective social status: lower
71% 71% subjective social status: middle
68% subjective social status: upper
63% all respondents
(o]

57%

50%

28%
24%

18%

worries about social inequality The just distribution of wealth ~ The welfare state is not
in Germany is not ensured in Germany. working.
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trust

m subjective social status: lower
= subjective social status: middle
subjective social status: upper

= all respondents

47%

38%
35%

31%

general trust: most people can hlgh/very high) trust in political (high/very high) trust in Merkel

be trusted

I ]

54%

a0%  °

25%
18%
1% "

parties administration
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attitudes to democracy

®income <1000€
® 1001-2000€
o m2001-3000€
100% m 3001-4000€
®m 4001-5000€
90% = 5001-6000€
>6000€
80% all respondents

70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

The German democracy  Democracy is the best form of | wish there would be more

functions all things government. direct forms of democracy in
considered. Germany (c.f., popular
referedum)
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political integration |

B subjective social status: lower 56%
subjective social status: middle
subjective social status: upper

all respondents

26%

[0)
22% 20%

13%

political alienation

48% 48%

36%

political representation

45%

33%

31%

17%

disorientation
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political integration I

79%

61% 63%
48% |

political activity (at
least 1 activity in
last 12 months)

75%

55% 57%
38% |

high political
interest

low graduation (Haupt-/Volksschulabschluss)
middle graduation (Mittlerer Reife)
M high graduation (Abitur/Fachhochschulreife)

m all respondents

38%
27% [l 28%

18%

working in a
voluntary capacity

14%
10% 9%
5%

non-voters
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DEPRIVED SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS IS CONSISTENTLY
ASSOCIATED WITH LESS POLITICAL INTEGRATION IN
GERMANY

less political integration
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anti-democratic attitudes

Right-wing populist attitudes

Approval ratings for right-wing populist attitudes and statements on group-focused enmity POI |t|C|a nS/

Party-

right-wing
authoritarianism

Right-wing populist statements D |Stru St

Germany would be better off without the EU.

The democratic parties debate everything to death and don't solve the problems.

Conspiracy EU-
myths Opposition

Politicians bypass existing laws to their own advantage.

Paliticians allow themselves more rights than normal citizens

Crimes should be punished more severely.

Stronger measures should be taken against outsiders and troublemakers
to uphold law and order.

There are secret organisations that have a major influence on political decisions.

anti-democratic
attitudes

| trust my feelings more than so-called experts.

Group-focused enmity

Too many foreigners live in Germany.

When there aren't enough jobs to go round, foreigners living in Germany should
be sent back home.

Women should give greater priority to helping their husbands in their careers
than to having a career of their own

Women should start paying more attention to their role as wife and mother again.

Group-focused enmity

Today, many Jews try to turn the past of the "Third Reich" to their own advantage

The many Muslims living here sometimes make me feel like a stranger in my own country.

anti- antisemitism
immigrant

Muslims should be prohibited from migrating to Germany.

Remarks: all respondents N = 4.116: share of "aaree entirelv" and “rather” on a scale of 110 6

sexism

anti-muslim
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social class position & anti-democratic attitudes

Figure5

Extent of anti-democratic attitudes according to life circumstances

Highest school-leaving qualification

(=}

% % 76%

A-levels / university entrance examinations

Secondary school certificate / 2% 47 %

polytechnic secondary school

b=
b

56 % %

Secondary modern school qualification
{“Haupt-/Volksschulabschluss®)

Net household income

= €6.000 —“ 27 % 6B% i
€5.001-€6.000 5% 27% £8%
£4,001-€5.000 3% 34% §a%
€3.001-€4.000 L aow 21% 50%

E 15% 9% 47% E

€2.001- £ 3.000

12 %

n
=
Ed
L
=51
e

€1.001-€2.000

=
Ea
=
Ea
<
Ea

= € 1.000

Subjective class allocation

Upper 010 7% 7% 6% i

i
Middle (5-6] %
Lower (1-4) H 13% 50% 3% H

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

m To a high extent = To a medium extent = To a low extent

Remarks: Only gainfully employed (N = 2,956)
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Political integration & anti-democratic attitudes

Figure 6

Extent of anti-democratic attitudes according to recognition

 10% 38% 53%

All gainfully employed (N = 2,956)

Perceived fairness and justice in Germany

5% 20% 67 %
High e ————
9% 2% 49% |
Medium S S
i 22% 46% 32% i
Low ]

Lack of orientation

30% 50% 20%
High _—— | -—
L 119, 51% 8% ;
Medium —
{39, 7% 70% E
Low - ——

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

m Toa highextent m To a medium extent m To a low extent
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DEPRIVED SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS IS NOT ONLY
ASSOCIATED WITH LESSER POLITICAL
INTEGRATION BUT ALSO WITH MORE AGREEMENT
TO ANTI-DEMOCRATIC ATTITUDES IN GERMANY

less political more anti-
integration democratic attitudes
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2. CURRENT SITUATION:

WAR IN UKRAINE, ENERGY-CRISIS AND
RIGHT-WING POPULIST ATTITUDES
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Data: WSI s labor force panel

« Key objective: how does the German labor force
cope with the crises? Target population: working
population & unemployed. Started at the beginning
of the pandemic

« Panel-Study: the same persons were asked online
repeatedly (N=7.500 — 5.000 depending on wave),
by now for 8x between April 20 and April '22 — 9t
wave currently in the field
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Financial and societal worries rising recently

share of respondents that
are very worried about...

50%
40%
30%

20%

/\/

10%

0%
April 20 Juni "20 November Juli 21 Januar “22 April " 22
"20

~ ...own job future
= ...own economic situation
- ...general economic development

50%

40%

30%

20%

10%

0%

share of respondents that
are very worried about...

April 20 Juni "20 November Juli 21 Januar 22 April "22
"20

...social cohesion in society
- _._.development of social inequality
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Widespread feeling of social injustice; many feel
s,abandoned*

| fear society is drifting so far apart
that it is in danger of breaking &% 0% 20%

apart.

| fear that the distribution of
income in Germany will become 32% 43% 17% %

more unequal as a result of the
war in Ukraine.

| don’t feel that | have enough [ 31% 35% ] 23%
financial support from the state.

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

H fully agree
rather agree
rather not agree

m fully disagree
don’t know

Welle 8 - April 2022, N=6.234, gewichtete Werte
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Indications of rising political alienation during pandemic

development of content with pandemic
crisis management of German
administration

R - |
N
23 28 25
80 24 23
29

60 37
40
41
40 53 53
47
20 37 33

29

B
0 3 | | | — —

April 20 Juni 20 November Juli 21 Januar 22 April 22
20

® very content
content
less content

® not content at all
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Anti-democratic dynamics against the backdrop of the
energy-crisis, inflation, rising number of Ukrainian refugees

 How does rise in financial worries and political
alienation impact anti-democratic attitudes and
what is to expect when the energy-crisis
aggravates in the coming winter? (destabilizing
effects of uncertainty, loss of control, competition)
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Focus on devaluating attitudes toward Ukrainian refugees and
conspiracy myths about the war in Ukraine as form of expression
of anti-democratic, right-wing populist attitudes

. Abbildung 3
Abbildung 1 9
Operationalization of devaluation of Refugees from Ukraine
Operationalization of conspiracy myths: agreement in %
agreement in %
We cannot receive even more 22 35 73 16
Refugees in Germany
The war in Ukraine only serves to distract 61 21 I 4
from the pandemic Germany should be generous when it
comes to receiving Refugees from 10 25 45 16
The war in Ukraine is exactly as dramatized Ukraine
as the pandemic
48 29 18 Ukrainian Refugees have to wait in line
23 44 19 9

here in Germany

0 20 40 60 80 100 0 20 10 60 %0 100
[0 stimma Gberhaupt WM stmmeeher BN stimme M stimme voll weil
nichtzu nicht zu gherzu und ganz zu nicht o stimme dberhaupt BB stimme eher BN stimme I stimme voll weill
nicht zu nichtzu aherzu und ganz zu nicht
Quelle: HBS-Erwerbspersonenbefragung 2022, Welle 8 (N=6.234) wWel
¢ aune - i : _I Quelle: HBS-Erwerbspersonenbefragung 2022, Welle 8 (N=6.234) Wsi
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What's the role of financial worries and political alienation
for right-wing populist attitudes?

Abbildung 25

postulated Model of worries, political alientation and conspiracy myths und devaluation of
Ukrainian Refugees:
controlled for sociodemographic factors: sex, age, income, educational level. ***: p<.001

Conspiracy
myths
Ukraine war

financial Political
worries alienation

Devaluation
of Ukrainian
Refugees

Quelle: HBS-Erwerbspersonenbefragung 2022, Welle 8 (N=4.975)

3
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CONSPIRACY MYTHS AND DESOLIDARIZATION
PROCESSES ARE PARTICULARLY COMPATIBLE IN
TIMES OF CRISES — WHEN OWN FINANCIAL
SECURITIES ARE CHALLENGED
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Conclusion

— general finding:
» disadvantage in Germany appears strongly associated with less political
integration - consequence: less representation, more turning back on

established politics;
 instead many turn to illiberal anti-democratic alternatives - more anti-

democratic, right-wing populist attitudes.

— more recently:
* rise of political alienation during pandemic: loss of faith in politics that they

are capable of solving the overwhelming problems

* in current energy-crises, many are financially highly worried and feel
abandonend (too less state support for them)

» widespread feeling of injustice: social inequality hardly acceptable
anymore

- given that inflation is here to stay and more might be financially
insecure, this combination poses a real danger for further

societal destabilization as right-wing positions are highly compatible
with the Disappointed and the Insecure.
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4 Implications for current situation

1. financial relief is urgently necessary — especially for the
Disadvantaged - counteract pressing insecurities

2. Inequality must be tackled — be it through excess profit or wealth
taxes. Feelings of injustice very present.

3. challenging issue of communicating politics: providing securities
while not promising too much; Heitmeyer: "Political lectures don't
compare to social experiences." Perceived inequality, real financial
hardship, and feelings of being left alone go against the promises of
many politicians.

4. Democratic civil society is demanded: dissatisfaction and often
justified worries need to be channeled democratically — compatible with
democratic constitutional order; protest potential cannot be left to
radical right & conspiracy groups who are already mobilizing and who
can fall back on recently established protest structures.
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ANTI-DEMOCRATIC ATTITUDES

The influence of work, digital transformation and climate change

Andreas Hovermann, Bettina Kohlrausch and Dorothea Voss
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VERSCHWORUNGSDENKEN UND DIE

ABWERTUNG UKRAINE-GEFLUCHTETER IN

DER SICH ZUSPITZENDEN ENERGIEKRISE

Analysen anhand des Erwerbspersonenpanels der Hans-Bockler-Stiftung

When anti-democratic atiitudes find great popular  Anti-d ic attitudes are also

acclaim, it is time to sit up and take notice: people
ars turning away from the democratic: system and
10 longar put thair trust in the political and social
rules and instances that organise and Siructure so
cietal coexistance. As  result, social cohesion and
the acoeptance of democratic decisions come un-

wiggering change.
how widespread are anti-democratic ATt
tudes and how is the connection batwasan social
circumstances and democratic integration during
times of announced and actual change process-
657 How do parceptions and experienca resultin
Trom gainful cmploymont
artides?
We have taken the evaluations of & represen
tative public opinion poll o show that people in
objectively precarious circumstances are denied
access to opportunities for participation and for
shaping their own lives also in view of extamal
changes. Subjoctive porcaption also plays a rol in
anti democratie attitudes: the lack of recognition
is experienced as devaluation of one’s own social
and professional status.

to
y

the fear and experience of getting left behind by
social change processes such as digital or sosioec-
alogical transtormation.

COPING WITH TRANSFORMATION
Sccoecaioga | dgtal st
DBIECTIVELY ANTI-

DISADVANTASED DEMOCRATIC
CIRCUMSTANCES ATTITUDES

gt g et
i

frep—r—

Andreas H

AUF EINEN BLICK

Der vorliegende Report analysient anhand von Be-

jedoch auch, dass die Phinomene keineswags

dos HBS-E

{N=6:234) vom April/Mai 2022 vor dem Hinter
grund das Kriegs in dar Ukraine und der sich zuspit-
zendan Encrgiskrise Auspragungen rachtspopulis-
tischer Einstellungen in Deutschland. Hierzu wird
auf das Verschwirungsdenken und dia Abwertung
von gafliichtatan Ukrainar*innen fokussiart

Die Analysen zeigen hohe Zusammenhinge
zwischen den beiden Phinomenen und grafiera
Zustimmungsraten unter Befragten jingeren Al-
ters sowie unter Befragten mit niedrigem Schul-
abschluss oder geringem Haushaltseinkommen;

in diesen Populationen verortet
werden kénnen, Analysen friherer Einstellungen
der Befragten ergeben, dass viele Zustimmende
auch zuvar Verschwirungsdanken mit Bazug zur
Pandamie teilten und gegen den Regierungskurs
aufbegehrtan.

Finanzialla Sorgen und Belastungen sowie ein
geringes Vertrauen in politischa Institutionen er-
weisen sich schlisflich als hachrelevants Erklé-
rungsfaktoren, die in Kombination einen bedsu-
tenden Wirkmechanismus in der aktuellen Krise
darstelien.
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