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Perspective and research questions

focus on one specific country: Germany

focus on individual perceptions: subjective perception and 
attitudes toward politics & democracy  political integration

focus on the role of inequality (inequality within a country and not 
between different countries; unequal access & content) 

focus on illiberal, anti-democratic attitudes

Findings from 2 projects (based on surveys):

1. How strongly is the social class position associated with
political integration and anti-democratic attitudes in Germany?

2. What are recent developments? What´s the impact of energy
crisis on right-wing populist attitudes? (against the backdrop of
the Russian invasion in Ukraine and its social and economical
aftermaths in Germany)



1. POLITICAL AND DEMOCRATIC INTEGRATION –
HOW EQUAL IS IT?

SES political integration?



Data: project „Social stratification and democratic
integration“

• 5-year-survey project (2020–2024); Key objective: 
against the backdrop of immense societal
transformations: analyzing the associations of social 
stratification and democratic integration

• Additional focus topics: attitudes toward social-
ecological transformation and digitalization of work
environment

• so far: one survey (CATI) between November ´20 and 
January ´21 targeting Germany´s total population >16yrs

• real random sample (N=4.100 total population, N=2.900 
labor force). 
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attitudes to democracy
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DEPRIVED SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS IS CONSISTENTLY
ASSOCIATED WITH LESS POLITICAL INTEGRATION IN 

GERMANY

low
SES less political integration



anti-democratic attitudes
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social class position & anti-democratic attitudes



Political integration & anti-democratic attitudes



DEPRIVED SOCIO-ECONOMIC STATUS IS NOT ONLY
ASSOCIATED WITH LESSER POLITICAL

INTEGRATION BUT ALSO WITH MORE AGREEMENT
TO ANTI-DEMOCRATIC ATTITUDES IN GERMANY

low
SES

more anti-
democratic attitudes

less political
integration



2. CURRENT SITUATION: 
WAR IN UKRAINE, ENERGY-CRISIS AND 
RIGHT-WING POPULIST ATTITUDES



Data: WSI´s labor force panel

• Key objective: how does the German labor force
cope with the crises? Target population: working
population & unemployed. Started at the beginning
of the pandemic

• Panel-Study: the same persons were asked online 
repeatedly (N=7.500 – 5.000 depending on wave), 
by now for 8x between April ´20 and April ´22 – 9th

wave currently in the field



Financial and societal worries rising recently
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Widespread feeling of social injustice; many feel
„abandoned“
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Indications of rising political alienation during pandemic
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Anti-democratic dynamics against the backdrop of the
energy-crisis, inflation, rising number of Ukrainian refugees

• How does rise in financial worries and political
alienation impact anti-democratic attitudes and 
what is to expect when the energy-crisis
aggravates in the coming winter? (destabilizing
effects of uncertainty, loss of control, competition)



Focus on devaluating attitudes toward Ukrainian refugees and 
conspiracy myths about the war in Ukraine as form of expression
of anti-democratic, right-wing populist attitudes
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from the pandemic
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What´s the role of financial worries and political alienation
for right-wing populist attitudes? 

financial
worries

Political 
alienation

Conspiracy
myths

Ukraine war

Devaluation 
of Ukrainian
Refugees

postulated Model of worries, political alientation and conspiracy myths und devaluation of
Ukrainian Refugees: 
controlled for sociodemographic factors: sex, age, income, educational level. ***: p<.001



CONSPIRACY MYTHS AND DESOLIDARIZATION
PROCESSES ARE PARTICULARLY COMPATIBLE IN 

TIMES OF CRISES – WHEN OWN FINANCIAL
SECURITIES ARE CHALLENGED



Conclusion
– general finding: 

• disadvantage in Germany appears strongly associated with less political
integration consequence: less representation, more turning back on 
established politics; 

• instead many turn to illiberal anti-democratic alternatives  more anti-
democratic, right-wing populist attitudes.

– more recently: 
• rise of political alienation during pandemic: loss of faith in politics that they

are capable of solving the overwhelming problems
• in current energy-crises, many are financially highly worried and feel

abandonend (too less state support for them)
• widespread feeling of injustice: social inequality hardly acceptable

anymore

 given that inflation is here to stay and more might be financially
insecure, this combination poses a real danger for further
societal destabilization as right-wing positions are highly compatible
with the Disappointed and the Insecure.



4 Implications for current situation
1. financial relief is urgently necessary – especially for the 

Disadvantaged  counteract pressing insecurities

2. Inequality must be tackled – be it through excess profit or wealth 
taxes. Feelings of injustice very present.

3. challenging issue of communicating politics: providing securities 
while not promising too much; Heitmeyer: "Political lectures don't 
compare to social experiences." Perceived inequality, real financial 
hardship, and feelings of being left alone go against the promises of 
many politicians. 

4. Democratic civil society is demanded: dissatisfaction and often 
justified worries need to be channeled democratically – compatible with 
democratic constitutional order; protest potential cannot be left to 
radical right & conspiracy groups who are already mobilizing and who 
can fall back on recently established protest structures.



THANK YOU VERY MUCH!
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