
 

 
Call for Papers 

The Research Network Macroeconomics and Macroeconomic Policies (FMM) 
organises its 18th annual conference on 

Inequality and the Future of Capitalism 
30 October – 1 November 2014, Berlin 

with introductory lectures on heterodox economics for graduate students on 30 October 2014 
 
Years after the outbreak of the financial crisis, large parts of the world economy are still in stagnation. The financial system 
remains highly fragile, and high levels of unemployment and income inequality are posing a serious threat to social peace in many 
countries. Some commentators even see the world economy doomed to secular stagnation with high levels of unemployment 
being the new normal. Others point to the ‘return of capital’, with wealth and inheritances becoming once again the dominant 
source of economic inequality. Is rising inequality an outcome, or rather one of the root causes of economic fragility and 
stagnation? Can capitalist production be sustained in the presence of increasing inequality, particularly in the top income and 
wealth percentiles? What can macroeconomic policy, regulation and labour market institutions do to counter these trends? How 
could international cooperation and organisations promote equality and stability? And what are the implications for the teaching 
of economics? How can the economics curriculum be changed to account for the developments we see?  

The submission of papers in the following areas is encouraged: 
 Causes and consequences of inequality and stagnation 

 Theory and empirics of the interlinkages between distribution and growth  

 Possibilities and limitations of regulatory and fiscal policy 

 Long-run perspectives of capitalist production and distribution 

 Working time and employment in a stagnating economy 

 Reform of the economics curriculum  

For the open part of the conference the submission of papers on the general subject of the Research Network – Macroeconomics 
and Macroeconomic Policies – is encouraged as well. We also ask for the submission of papers for graduate student sessions on 
both the specific topic of this conference and the general subject of FMM. There will also be a day of introductory lectures for 
graduate students prior to the opening panel on 30 October. Hotel costs will be covered for participants presenting in the 
graduate student sessions (for a maximum of four nights from 30 October to 2 November). 

The deadline for paper proposals is 31 July 2014. Please send an abstract (max. one page) to fmm@boeckler.de. Decisions will be 
made in early August. In case of acceptance, full papers are due by 15 October and will be posted on the conference web page. 
Selected papers will be published after the conference in a special papers & proceedings issue of the European Journal of 
Economics and Economic Policies: Intervention (EJEEP). The conference language is English. 

Registration forms for the conference and the introductory lectures will be available via the conference web page by mid-August. 

Organising committee of the conference:  
Sebastian Gechert (sebastian-gechert@boeckler.de), Jochen Hartwig, Miriam Rehm, Achim Truger, Till van Treeck, Andrew Watt 

Coordinating Committee of the Research Network: 
Sebastian Dullien (HTW Berlin), Trevor Evans (Berlin School of Economics and Law), Sebastian Gechert (IMK Düsseldorf), Jochen 
Hartwig (KOF/ETH Zürich), Eckhard Hein (Berlin School of Economics and Law), Hansjörg Herr (Berlin School of Economics and 
Law), Camille Logeay (HTW Berlin), Özlem Onaran (University of Greenwich) Torsten Niechoj (Rhine-Waal University of Applied 
Sciences, Kamp-Lintfort), Jan Priewe (HTW Berlin), Miriam Rehm (Chamber of Labour, Vienna), Engelbert Stockhammer (Kingston 
University London), Claus Thomasberger (HTW Berlin), Achim Truger (Berlin School of Economics and Law), Till van Treeck 
(University Duisburg-Essen) and Andrew Watt (IMK Düsseldorf). 

More on the Research Network: http://www.network-macroeconomics.org 
or on Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/fmm.imk 
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